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MEDIA RELEASE

Tuesday 25th October, 2011
Tash Need, sponsored by Castle Hill RSL, completed the Kokoda Trek
Castle Hill RSL sponsored Tash Needs for the 2011 Kokoda Youth Leadership Challenge.
Tash Needs, kokoda Trekker said, “The Kokoda trail was something I never really saw myself doing, however when this opportunity arose I jumped straight at it. Not only did I believe it would help me grow as an individual but further help me in my future endeavours as a paramedic.”

Tash’s determination and passion to Trek Kokoda set her application apart from the many others who applied. 

President and Chairman of Castle Hill RSL, Warren Glenny said, “Tash has shown great enthusiasm and aspiration for the Kokoda Youth Leadership Challenge. On behalf of the Castle Hill RSL I would like to congratulate her on completing the Trek and hope that the lessons she learned whlst completing he trek will stay with her throughout her many life journeys to come.”
The exhausting Kokoda Trek tested Tash’s fitness abilities especially when she was lost in the jungle for four hours.  Her preparation for the Trek with the scholarship to C2K Fitness and Aquatic Centre helped her during the physically grueling trek.
The Kokoda Youth Leadership Challenge (KYLC) is a peer group leadership program promoted by the Association and overseen by the KYLC Benevolent Fund. The program was developed in consultation with former army Major, Charlie Lynn, of the trekking company, Adventure Kokoda.

The Challenge is aimed at young people at school, athletes like Jacqueline or disadvantaged or unemployed young people in the community who are having difficulty in finding their way in society. It is also used to encourage young achievers with natural leadership skills.
There are many benefits for those who participate in the Kokoda Youth Leadership Challenge. They will gain:
· An appreciation of our military history;
· A respect for the sacrifice made by young Australians of a previous generation;
· An appreciation of a culture whose values are not based on materialism;

· A sense of responsibility for the outcomes of the choices they make;

· An appreciation of the qualities necessary for effective teamwork i.e. loyalty, trust, honesty, courage, leadership, respect, discipline and sacrifice.

· An understanding of the characteristics of Australian leadership;

·  An appreciation of the 7 essential understandings of effective leadership (self, others, culture, environment, history, present and future).

· An understanding of the purpose and value of community service.
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