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MEDIA RELEASE

Thursday 25th August 2011
Hills Youth showcase their ‘Max Potential’ 

For the last 22 weeks, Castle Hill RSL has been hosting the Max Potential program for students in the Hills District. Castle Hill RSL is proudly the major sponsor of this program sponsoring $20,000 in scholarships each year for year 11 students in the Hills Shire to maximise their potential.
On Wednesday 24th August, students from Crestwood High School, The Hills Grammar School, Model Farms High School, Northholm Grammar, William Clarke College, Northmead High School, Kellyville High School and Glenwood High School who have been involved with the Max Potential Program, shared the journey of discovery they have experienced while being involved with this life changing program.

Castle Hill RSL President Warren Glenny said, “Castle Hill RSL is extremely proud to have hosted the Max Potential program for the youth of the Hills District. We would like to               congratulate all the students on their outstanding achievements and community projects”.
The event provided local business leaders, professionals and the community to celebrate the achievements that the students involved in the program have achieved. 

As part of this personal leadership development program, each of the 18 students had to develop a project aimed to benefit the community in some way. The project the Students undertook were all diverse, enabling a wide range of the community to be assisted and impacted in a positive way. 
2011 Max Potential Community Service Projects include:

Monqiue Fraser
Through the collection and delivery of second hand team uniforms and patches she hopes to not only help the players and rural communities but also to build awareness and concern within our community for those less fortunate. From the inauguration of this project she hopes she will be able to make it possibly an annual project and so have an ongoing link.
Gabrijel David
Enhancement of Literacy skills for year 7 workshops
Thilini Wellappuli
Organising a parent student forum on the important issue of cyber bullying, inform both parents and student on what cyber bullying is and what can be done to reduce this form of bullying.
Philip Nguyen
Has organized a free Basic food skills and knowledge classes for students of Glenwood High School to change the trends towards fast foods. 
Bria Auzins 
To help young reluctant writers become more confident in creative writing.  In partnership with Jasper Road Public School, Brian will focus on Year 4 students become more confident and enthusiastic about creative writing. Through helping the students to compose digital stories Bria really hopes the students will begin to realise that creative writing is one of the most enjoyable activities that they can do at school. The project is running for the first 3 weeks of this Term 3, with two 1 hour sessions each week.
Akosua Brefo  
My community service project “Step In, Step Up and Step Out” aims to empower young people to step in to a positive mindset, step up for their generation and step out into their communities. I believe that encouraging youth involvement and leadership within the community will not only provide young people with a fantastic educational opportunity but also benefit all through directing the creativity and energy of the youth towards the community.
Scott Frappell

The students from Winston Hills Public School, mentored by Scott, will be preparing a speech of 5 minutes duration and presenting it infront of friends, family, and local community members. In addition to the prepared speech, an impromptu speech will also be conducted to challenge the students ability to think on-the-spot. The showcase is aimed towards primary students, in particular those of Winston Hills Public School, in order to address the issue of Glossophobia: a fear of Public speaking, and to prepare them for the speaking requirements they will encounter in the future; more immediately in High School. 

Jessica Perryman
Jessica Perryman is working with the organisation A21 to raise awareness about sex trafficking and servitude in my school for the year 10-12 students and how to stop and avoid it.   The Workshops are to help raise awareness of how we can prevent and protect those that have been trafficked while prosecuting the traffickers and partnering with law enforcement agencies to provide a comprehensive front against human trafficking.
Helaina Alati
Organise a Gala Dinner in raising awareness of the issues faced with education in developing countries for young people and how to develop leaders. This helped raise awareness for the Oaktree Foundation. 

Melissa Heath
Running a seminar on Bridging the Gap between parents and their teenagers, this seminar will be for parents who are interested in understanding their teenager’s mind, so they can communicate and support their children. The night will educate parents, in ways to talk to their teenager, and achieve a positive response, methods of discipline.
Joshua Farr
ENGAGING young students with all kinds of animals chickens, alpaca’s. And to educate and create awareness of how to best care and protect our wildlife 
Kareem Fawal
The Young and the Wise – connecting and bringing young adults in assisting the elderly through engaging a local nursing home
Pippy Loewensohn 
Anti Bulling Awareness Campaign – through education and workshop bring Bullying to the forefront of people’s attention and working out strategies to deal with this for young people today.
Samantha Perumal

Leadership Skills Workshop - Running workshops on the skills needed to be a good leader such as public speaking skills and how to present yourself as a good leader or role model. The workshop will be broken up into three parts team work which will be facilitating, proper meeting procedures and public speaking.

Alex  Rashleigh 
Acting On Skin Cancer - A comical dramatised performance that raises skin cancer awareness for school kid (year 5-6) old enough to comprehend the complex issues involved with sun exposure. The play is aimed at delivering an emotional response based on characters affiliations with the melanoma. After the play to emphasise the message a speaker will interact with kids to communicate the message across
Shameem Husain
Management of Road Safety - Workshops designed to educate and promote safety around school zones and how to reduce traffic congestion before and after school
Lana Spehar
Helping Youth with Alcohol – Workshops and Education of young Australia’s of the dangers of binge drinking from the perspective of a teenager.
The corporate partners involved with the 2010 Max Potential Program include:

· Castle Hill RSL Club

· University of Western Sydney

· Pendragon

· IMS Group
· Paynter & Dixon
· Event Cinemas

· Hills Shire Council

· Crown Plaza Norwest

· Coca Cola Amatil

· Woolworths Limited

To find out more information about Max Potential or to be part of the 2012 Max Potential Program contact Melanie Morson, Group Marketing Manager on 88584800 or morsonm@castlehillrsl.com.au. 
Media Contact:
Melanie Morson

Group Marketing Manager Castle Hill RSL Group

Phone: 88584818 or 0419 461 454
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