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MEDIA RELEASE

Tuesday 3rd May, 2011
Young People Wanted To Trek Kokoda
Does trekking through mud and rain, across mountain ranges up to 7,000 feet above sea level while having a 20kg pack strapped to your back seem like an opportunity of a lifetime?

Castle Hill RSL has been sponsored by Cashcard to give this opportunity of a lifetime to another Hills teenager. 

Cashcard offers to sponsor a second trekker for a club, which has nominated to send a young person from their community on the challenge, each year.

The trek will take place between September 26th 2011 and October 7th 2011.

If you would like to have the opportunity to be part of this once in a life time opportunity, fill out an application form, available from Castle Hill RSL Reception or from www.castlhillrsl.com.au. Nominations close Friday 27th May, 2010.
The Challenge is aimed at young people at school or disadvantaged or unemployed young people in the community who are having difficulty in finding their way in society. It is also used to encourage young achievers with natural leadership skills
There are many benefits for those who participate in the Kokoda Youth Leadership Challenge. They will gain:

· An appreciation of our military history;

· A respect for the sacrifice made by young Australians of a previous generation;

· An appreciation of a culture whose values are not based on materialism;

· A sense of responsibility for the outcomes of the choices they make;

· An appreciation of the qualities necessary for effective teamwork i.e. loyalty, trust, honesty, courage, leadership, respect, discipline and sacrifice.

· An understanding of the characteristics of Australian leadership;

·  An appreciation of the 7 essential understandings of effective leadership (self, others, culture, environment, history, present and future).

· An understanding of the purpose and value of community service.
The conditions of the scholarship:
1. The young person can be male or female between 16 – 22 years old.
2. The Sporting club must provide a supporting reference/s to support the young persons application.
3. Preference will be given to those students who have a connection with Kokoda, ie relative fought there, they have studied the area or have interest in this area of Australia’s history. They must be able to demonstrate this to the panel.
4. Have an understanding of the role of the RSL and can demonstrate an appreciation of the role that our armed forces have played in developing Australia as a nation.
5. As the Leadership Challenge is a major personal development and life changing experience it is seen as an opportunity for the sporting club/ team to put forward young people who they consider to be ‘at risk’ or ‘under-achieving’ and that a historic journey of self-discovery would assist.
6. The Club also has a preference to provide the experience to those young people whose family situation would normally not permit them to have this experience.
7. The Club has to be convinced that the young person is or can be fit enough to handle the experience, both physically and mentally.
8. Must be a full time student or full time employee at the time of the trip.
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Melanie Morson

Group Marketing Manager Castle Hill RSL Group

Phone: 88584818 or 0419 461 454
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