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Media Release
Monday 1st November, 2010

Castle Hill RSL awarded for their ANZAC spirit!
Castle Hill RSL has proudly been award Highly Commended in the 4th annual RSL & Services Clubs Spirit of Anzac Awards. The Spirit of Anzac Award recognises a club that has made an outstanding contribution throughout the year to its members and the local community which epitomises the sacrifices of those who served in the defence of the nation and in the traditions of the ANZACs – courage, endurance, initiative, discipline, and mateship – values on which our RSL and services clubs were founded.

Castle Hill RSL’s keeps the ANZAC tradition alive in many ways. Some of these include Castle Hill RSL’s ANZAC Ambassador Program, ANZAC Day Primary Schools Educational Kit and the Kokoda Youth Leadership Program.
The ANZAC Ambassador Program was launched in March this year. The program was open to all primary school children in grade 5 or 6. To enter the applicant needed to write in 200 words or less the importance of the Anzac tradition in Australia and send their entry by the 12th March 2010.

Two year 6 students were chosen to be the 2010 ANZAC Ambassadors. The two Year 6 students were Jodie Kloph, Rouse Hill Public School and Melanie Hopman, St Angela’s School Castle Hill.

Both Ambassadors got the opportunity to speak at the launch of Castle Hill RSL’s Primary Schools Educational Anzac Kit and be involved with the Anzac Celebration at Castle Hill RSL on Anzac Day. 

On ANZAC Day each Ambassador made their own wreath and laid it at the service. They then had breakfast at Castle Hill RSL with Warren Glenny, President of Castle Hill RSL.

This year, Castle Hill RSL also launched an ANZAC Day Primary Schools Educational Kit for young people to celebrate the tradition of ANZAC DAY in Australia.

Retired General Peter Cosgrove is the ANZAC Day Primary Schools Educational Kit ambassador. 
The educational kit was designed in a fun, interactive and engaging away with a diverse range of activities suitable for primary school children to learn about ANZAC Day.

The kit contained 13 pages including a foreword from the Kits Ambassador Retired General Peter Cosgrove and Warren Glenny, President of Castle Hill RSL and a page of information about ANZAC Day. After much research and consideration 10 activities were designed. They focus on a range age groups ensuring that all primary school children can learn about the ANZAC Tradition. The kit included hard colour copies of each page and a DVD with the pages in an electronic file for easy distribution and reprinting.

All schools within the Hills Shire were provided the kit so that teachers could utilise the resources in the classroom in the lead up to ANZAC Day 2010 to educate young people on the Australian ANZAC tradition.

Each year, Castle Hill RSL sponsors youth from the Hills District to experience opportunity of a lifetime, an all expenses paid trip to walk the entire 155km wartime trail that is the Kokoda Trek.

To be selected for The Kokoda Youth Leadership Challenge, the applicant must demonstrate that it is something they aspire to do as the program only benefits those who appreciate the privilege of being chosen and who are willing to learn about the Kokoda campaign prior to their departure.
Castle Hill RSL Group President Warren Glenny said “Castle Hill RSL is extremely proud to have been awarded Highly Commended in the 4th annual RSL & Services Clubs Spirit of Anzac Awards. The ANZAC tradition is very significant for all Australians and it is important that the ANZAC Tradition is celebrated in our community”.
The RSL & Services Clubs Spirit of Anzac Awards were established in 2007 and are sponsored by Thomson Playford Cutlers law firm. They evolved from suggestions by several member clubs as a means of recognising the unique and specific role of RSL and services clubs in the community.
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