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MEDIA RELEASE

Tuesday 5th October 2010

Castle Hill RSL Prepares To Save Lives 
The Australian Red Cross Donormobile Blood Service (ARCBS) will visit Castle Hill RSL Club on Monday 11th and Tuesday 12th October providing residents and workers the opportunity to donate blood and save lives between 9:00am – 3:00pm.

In light of the latest visit from the Australian Red Cross Donormobile Blood Service, Castle Hill RSL is raising awareness about The Australian Bone Marrow Donor Registry (ABMDR). Representatives from the ABMDR will be available when the Australian Red Cross Donormobile Blood Service visits to answer questions about being a bone marrow donor.
Each day around 25 Australians are diagnosed with a leukaemia, or some other fatal blood disorder. To have a bone marrow transplant over half of these patients will rely on finding a match with a perfect stranger like you or me. 

The Australian Bone Marrow Donor Registry is a register of people who are willing to donate their bone marrow if they are found to match a patient needing a bone marrow transplant. Donation doesn’t always involve surgery, a lot of the time the stem cells are able to be collected from a vein in the arm, much like a blood donation.

You can be part of the registry by letting the staff member taking your blood donation know that you would like to be put onto the Australian Bone Marrow Donor Registry. They will then take some additional units of blood and send it off to be tested. The registry will then contact you if you are found to be a match.
Donors must be between 18 and 40 years of age at registration and in good health. 

Warren Glenny, President and Chairman of Castle Hill RSL Group said, “We are very pleased to get behind this initiative and raise awareness about The Australian Bone Marrow Donor Registry (ABMDR), which is vital to saving lives and also support the Australian Red Cross”.
More information about The Australian Bone Marrow Donor Registry please call                        03 6230 6205 for a brochure or go to www.abmdr.org.au
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