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MEDIA RELEASE
Tuesday 28th September, 2010
Castle Hill RSL Helps Find A Cure For Diabetes 
Castle Hill RSL is supporting Madelyn De Paoli with her bid to raise funds and awareness for the Walk to Cure Diabetes Campaign. There will be donation boxes around Castle Hill RSL from the 5th till the 17th October.

Madelyn De Paoli who is only 7 years old, was diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes in April this year. Allan De Paoli has worked at Castle Hill RSL for over 11 years. For him and his family Madelyn’s Diabetes means they must constantly monitor her blood glucose levels, count her carbohydrates in everything she eats so it can be entered into her Insulin pump and hope every time she goes to bed at night she is not going to have a hypo overnight and end up in a coma or worse. 

Allan De Paoli, Facilities Manager Castle Hill RSL said, “When Maddie was first diagnosed we thought it was the end of the world, but we have learnt to live with it and deal with the disease on a day to day basis. We are so proud of Madelyn because she is the one that really has to live with it and go through the inconvenience of constant pin pricks and needles. She has taken it in her stride and doesn’t let it get her down.”

Madelyn with the help of her brothers, Zac, Jordan and Harrison and Mum Jodie and Dad Allan are getting together and walking for this worthwhile cause. By participating in this campaign they hope to contribute to finding a cure for Type 1 Diabetes.

Jodie De Paoli said, “I think people should be more educated in the difference between Diabetes Type 1 and Type 2.  Most people only know about Type 2 and think Maddie got Diabetes from eating the wrong things, which is not the case.  She got this disease through no fault of her own.  It is a chronic disease in which she will never grow out of.”

David O’Neil Group General Manager Castle Hill RSL Group said, “We are very pleased to get behind this initiative. There is a lot of misunderstanding surrounding Type 1 Diabetes and we hope that as well as much needed funds being raised that awareness is also raised.”
Type 1 Diabetes is a devastating autoimmune disease caused by the immune system mistakenly turning on itself, destroying beta cells within the pancreas and removing the body’s ability to produce insulin. Insulin allows the body to process blood glucose to create energy. Without insulin, the body literally starves as it has no fuel.

People with type 1 diabetes cannot survive without insulin that has to be injected up to six times a day or continuously infused through a pump, as well as check their blood sugar levels up to eight times every day just to stay alive.

Type 1 Diabetes is associated with serious health complications including heart disease, kidney failure, blindness, stroke and amputation, as well as reduced life expectancy.
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